
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Republican Party 

 



A very common misconception is that the Republican Party is a publicly funded entity. However, the 
Republican Party is a private organization. The only funds that the Republican Party of Rutherford 
County receive are from local donors like you. We do not receive any government funding, no money 
from the TN Republican Party (TNGOP), or from the Republican National Committee (RNC). 100% of 
our donations come from our Memberships and fundraisers and the money stays here in Rutherford 
County. 

Please consider donating today to help fund initiatives like our Voter Guides, debates, leasing and 
maintaining our Headquarters, etc.  We appreciate your support! 

In Liberty, 
Daniel Gammon, Chairman 
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    Rutherford County 
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Candidates on the August 6th Ballot 

State Republican Primary 

Governor: Marsha Blackburn, Monty Fritts, 
John Rose 

United States Senate: Bill Hagerty 

United State House of Rep. Dist. 4: Thomas E. 
Davis, Scott DesJarlais, Joshua James, Harold 
“Rocky” Jones 

United States House of Rep. Dist. 9: Charlotte 
Bergmann, Brent Taylor, Jeremy Thompson, 
Todd Warner 

Tennessee Senate District 13: Dawn White Tennessee House of Rep. Dist. 13: Robert 
Stevens 

Tennessee House of Rep. Dist. 34: Tim Rudd Tennessee House of Rep. Dist. 37: Charlie Baum 

Tennessee House of Rep. Dist. 48: Bryan Terry Tennessee House of Rep. Dist. 49: Mike Sparks 

State Exec. Committeewoman Dist. 13: Myra 
Simons 

State Exec. Committeeman Dist. 13: Dray 
Curtis, Jon Wayne James, Joshua Rosales 

State Exec. Committeewoman Dist. 14: Lynne 
(Gentry) Davis, Joanne Thompson Skidmore 

State Exec. Committeeman Dist. 14: Austin 
Maxwell 

 

Rutherford County General – Republicans 

Mayor: Randy Allen County Commission District 1: David Gammon 

County Commission District 2: Stephen Pearcy County Commission District 3: Rick Hall 
County Commission District 4: Robert Peay Jr. County Commission District 5: No Repub. 

Candidate 

County Commission District 6: Jonathan 
Beverly 

County Commission District 7: Michael Kusch 

County Commission District 8: Bill Tollett County Commission District 9: Joshua James 

County Commission District 10: Phil Wilson County Commission District 11: Anthony 
Johnson 

County Commission District 12: Carl Boyd County Commission District 13: Brian Stoll 
County Commission District 14: Wayne Irvin County Commission District 15: Shawn 

McGowan 

County Commission District 16: Phil Dodd County Commission District 17: Terry Hodge 

County Commission District 18: Allen McAdoo County Commission District 19: No Repub. 
Candidate 

County Commission District 20: Trey Gooch County Commission District 21: Jeff Lloyd 

County Trustee: Teb Batey County Clerk: Lisa Duke Crowell 
Sheriff: Kenneth Barrett Register of Deeds: Heather Dawbarn 

Circuit Court Clerk: Jeff McKinney School Board Zone 1: Chuck Isbell 
School Board Zone 4: Katie Darby School Board Zone 7: Julie Wishing 

 



The Republican Party of Rutherford County has assembled this voter guide to help you make 
informed decisions in the voting process. The Republican Party does not endorse any candidates in a 
Primary election.  

Any responses to the candidate questions found in the guide have been provided by the candidate 
AS SUBMITTED by that candidate. All candidates were provided identical requests. Any candidate 
who did not submit their information is not included in this guide. For more information regarding 
particular candidates, we encourage you to contact that candidate directly. It is our best effort to 
ensure that information contained in this voter guide is accurate. However, it is the responsibility of 
the voter to verify all information for themselves. 

If you have any questions regarding how or where to vote, you may contact the Rutherford County 
Election Office at (615) 898-7743, or visit their office located at 1 South Public Square, Suite 103, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130. You may also visit them online at www.rutherfordcountytn.gov/election 

 

“FUN (RATHER NOT SO FUN) FACT” 

As of 2/1/2026 there were 216,232 registered voters in Rutherford County. 

During the last county general primary election (May 2022) only 10.26% of registered voters actually 
voted. PLEASE VOTE!!! 

 

Primary vs General Election 

Primary Election: 
An election held to narrow the field of candidates. Voters choose which candidates will advance to the 
general election by selecting a party’s nominee for the office. 

General Election: 
The final election where voters choose who will hold the office. Candidates from different parties (and 
sometimes independents) compete, and the candidate with the most votes wins. 

In 2026, there will be 3 different elections that we need YOU to vote in!  

• May 5th State and County Primary Election 

• August 6th Primary and General Election 

• November 3rd State and Federal General Election 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rutherfordcountytn.gov/election


Early Voting (July 17, 2026 - August 1, 2026) 
Early Voting begins twenty (20) days and ends five (5) days before each election with the exception of 
the Presidential Preference Primary which ends seven (7) days before election. Early Voting is 
conducted at the Election Commission Office, and at satellite locations to be announced. 

No reason is needed to vote early. If needed, the voter may change his/her address or name while 
voting early. Inactive voters can also be reactivated. We strongly encourage candidates and their 
workers, who may encounter a voter who needs to change his/her name or address, to do so prior to 
the deadline to register or at the latest, during early voting. 

Voters need to bring a state or federal government issued ID with them. 

Hours for early voting will be decided by the Election Commission and announced for each election. 

On the last day of early voting, machines will be sealed and taken to a secure location. Early voting 
results will be tallied after closing of the polls at 7:00 p.m. on election night. 

Early Voting Polling Locations 

Please Verify Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Election Day Polling Locations 

Polls open from 7:00 AM till 7:00PM the day of the election. You can Vote at any of these locations 
listed below on Election Day. The Rutherford County Election Commission has established a new 
voting process to make voting easier. Convenient Vote Centers provide you with more polling 
locations to choose where you want to cast your vote on Election Day. You are allowed to VOTE at 
ANY of the thirty (30) locations that are most convenient to your work, school or travel inside 
Rutherford County on Election Day. You are no longer assigned a mandated polling location. If you 
have always taken advantage of early voting, these changes will not affect you. Early Voting stays the 
same. Locate the nearest center to you here. Voters need to bring a state or federal government 
issued ID with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Election Day Polling Locations cont’d 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Circuit Court Clerk 

District: All of Rutherford County 

Length of Term: 4yrs 

Candidate: Jeff McKinney 

 

The Rutherford County Circuit Court Clerk is responsible for maintaining dockets, preserving records, 
and handling administrative matters for civil, criminal, and family-related cases (including divorce and 
child custody). They act as the public-facing hub for filing documents, processing payments, and 
issuing subpoenas or summons in accordance with Tennessee law.  

Key responsibilities include: 

• Records Management: Retaining and filing documents for Circuit, General Sessions, and 
sometimes specialized courts. 

• Case Administration: Preparing dockets, issuing subpoenas, summons, and handling child 
support or divorce filings. 

• Financial & Public Duty: Processing fees, fines, and acting as a public liaison for court 
information.  

They also ensure the proper administration of oaths to witnesses and jurors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Candidate Name: Jeff McKinney 

Phone: (615) 419-2842  

Email: jeffmckinney2929@gmail.com 

 

Website: www.electjeffmckinney.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/electjeffmckinney     

Instagram: Instagram.com/electjeffmckinney 

 

Background: My name is Jeff McKinney, and I am proud to call  
Rutherford County home. I have been a Rutherford County resident 
for most of my life. This community means everything to me. I have been married to my wife, Amy, for 
over 10 years. We have two wonderful chocolate labs - Bryant and Maggie. My family originally 
moved to Murfreesboro to start the Boys and Girls Club of Rutherford County where my dad, Steve 
McKinney, worked as the Executive Director for 20+ years. I attended Central Middle School and 
Oakland High School where I graduated in 1992. I am a proud United States Army Veteran, having 
served as a Combat Medic. I spent five years working in the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office and am 
currently employed by the District Attorney’s Office. I am a lifetime member of Disabled American 
Veterans as well as a member of The American Legion Post 141. 
 

Why am I running and what qualifies me? I am not a politician. I am just a hardworking person who 
cares deeply about serving others. It is truly my desire to make a real difference for our community. 
During my time working in the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office, I experienced firsthand how critical the role 
of the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office is to our judicial system, our local attorneys, law enforcement, and 
most importantly, the citizens we serve. I was able to personally identify areas where improvement, 
leadership, accountability, and support for the employees are desperately needed. That experience 
led me to pursue this role, as I am confident that I can address the gaps necessary to ensure the 
Circuit Court Clerk’s Office operates at its best. 
 

What do I see as the biggest challenges? One of the biggest challenges for the employees in this 
office is the lack of respect, accountability, and dependable leadership. Our employees deserve a 
leader who values their work, listens to their concerns, holds every employee to the same fair 
standards, and is willing to collaborate with them, leading by example. Another serious issue in the 
Circuit Court Clerk’s Office is the extremely high employee turnover rate, which was unheard of under 
previous Circuit Court Clerks’ tenures. Constant employee turnover disrupts the flow of daily 
operations, increases training costs, and slows down service to the public. Most importantly, it hurts 
employee morale and places extra strain on the remaining staff. Addressing these challenges 
requires a leader who will be present, dependable, transparent, and committed to supporting each 
and every employee while delivering excellent service to our community. Strong leadership matters. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jeffmckinney2929@gmail.com
http://instagram.com/electjeffmckinney


(Jeff McKinney continued…) 
 

What goals would I like to accomplish? My goal is to rebuild a Circuit Court Clerk’s Office that 
serves our community with integrity, efficiency, professionalism, and compassion. First, I want to 
create a positive, respectful workplace where the employees feel valued, supported, and empowered. 
When employees are respected and are equipped with necessary training, overall morale will 
improve, the department turnover rate will decrease, and service to the public will improve. Second, I 
will restore accountability and dependable leadership. That means consistently being present, 
accessible, and leading by example. Finally, my goal is to restore pride in the Circuit Court Clerk’s 
Office. 
Why I chose to run as a Republican. 
 

I chose to run as a Republican because… I chose to run as a Republican because the values of 
the Republican party align with my personal views and beliefs. If elected, I look forward to serving the 
citizens of Rutherford County. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



County Clerk 

 

District: All of Rutherford County 

Length of Term: 4yrs 

Candidate: Lisa Duke Crowell 

 

The Rutherford County Clerk is an elected, four-year constitutional officer serving as the clerk to the 
county legislative body and handling public records. Responsibilities include issuing marriage 
licenses, business licenses, notary commissions, motor vehicle registrations, and county beer 
permits, along with managing probate records (wills) and various taxes.  

Key duties and functions of the Rutherford County Clerk include: 

• Licensing and Registration: Issuing motor vehicle titles and registrations, marriage licenses, 
business licenses, pawnbroker licenses, and notary public commissions. 

• County Commission Support: Serving as the secretary to the County Commission, which 
includes keeping official minutes and records of the commission and the Rutherford County 
Beer Board. 

• Record Management: Maintaining public records, including county records, and handling 
probate of estates (wills) and conservatorships/guardianships. 

• Tax Collection: Collecting various taxes, such as hotel/motel/campground taxes and business 
taxes. 

• Other Services: Assisting with passport applications and conducting marriage ceremonies.  

The office serves as a central hub for residents to handle motor vehicle registration, notary services, 
and various county-level legal and business records.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Candidate Name: Lisa Duke Crowell 

Background: My name is Lisa Duke Crowell, and I am running for  
re-election of Rutherford County Clerk. I moved to Murfreesboro in  
1972 and have proudly called Rutherford County my home ever since.  
I have been married to my husband, Jeff, for 24 years. Together we 

have a combined family of 3 wonderful adult children: Kenny and his  
wife Crystal, Kevin and his wife Marla, Morgan and her husband Martin. 
We also have 8 amazing grandchildren: Kloey, Colby, Malayna,  
Cameron, Charlotte, Shelby, William and Sophie, ranging in age from  
26 years old to 5 years old. I also have the privilege of still enjoying my  
parents Faye and Jim Martin. 
 

I attended Riverdale High School, Boro Barber Academy and the Nashville School of Real Estate. I 
began my Real Estate career in 2002 until I took office on September 1, 2010. 

Since taking office as the Rutherford County Clerk, I have earned several achievements including: 

- Tennessee County Clerk of the Year 2023-2024  
- Leadership Rutherford Class of 2016 

- Certified Public Administrator Class of 2017 

- Certified County Finance Officer Class of 2022 

- Local Government Leadership Program Class of 2022 

- Served as the Tennessee County Clerk's Association Legislative Chairman from 2019 - 

2023 

- Served as Secretary/Treasurer for the Tennessee County Clerk's Association 2023 – 2024 

- Served as the Legislative Chairman for the County Officials Association of TN 2022 – 2023 

- Currently serving as the President for the Tennessee County Clerk's Association Fun Fact or  

 

Hobby: I enjoy Zumba when time allows, I also like to read, draw, paint, walk, and volunteering at 
church and most of all I love spending time with my family and friends. 

Why am I running and what qualifies me? I have a vision of what the Rutherford County Clerk's 
Office should be, which includes a friendly and knowledgeable team. We have been diligently working 
toward that vision. This work includes adding multiple kiosks to 2 of the County Clerk's office 
locations, adding a third County Clerk's office location in the Blackman area of Murfreesboro with an 
outdoor kiosk that serves the public with renewal availability 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. I 
continue to see improvements that need to be implemented, and I work toward those goals for the 
betterment of the County Clerk's Office, it's future, the services to the  public, and our team. 

 

 

 

 



(Lisa Duke Crowell continued…) 

I chose to run as a Republican because… I have believed in the values and standards of the 
Republican principles for more than 30 years. I strive to bring those principles to the County Clerk's 
office in the way we operate the office. Taking pride in values that the Republican party represents 
and passing those values on for generations to enjoy all while providing my constituents transparent, 
ethical, professional and friendly service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



County Mayor 
 

District: All of Rutherford County 

Length of Term: 4yrs 

Estimated Annual Budget: $958.5 Million 

Candidate: Randy Allen 

 

The Rutherford County Mayor serves as the chief executive officer and chief financial officer, directing 
daily county operations, managing departments (e.g., Ambulance, Planning, Solid Waste), and acting 
as the general agent for the county. The mayor oversees departments, appoints board members, and 
possesses veto power over legislative resolutions.  
Key aspects of the Rutherford County Mayor role include: 

• Administrative & Executive Leadership: The mayor oversees departments such as Building 
Codes, Emergency Services, Juvenile Youth Services, and PAWS. 

• Financial Oversight: They act as the county's budget officer, managing finances and having the 
authority to draw warrants on the general fund. 

• Legislative Role: The mayor has veto power over resolutions passed by the county 
commission, though the commission can override this with a majority vote. 

• Appointment Power: The mayor appoints department heads and members of various county 
boards. 

• Focus Areas: Current priorities often include managing infrastructure growth, public safety, and 
developing services like forensic centers.  

The mayor must be a qualified voter, at least 25 years old, and a resident of the county. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Candidate Name: Randy Allen 

Website: randyallenforcountymayor.com 

Facebook: randyallenforrutherfordcountyTN 

Instagram: randyallenforcountymayor 
X: @randyallenmayor 
 

Background: Randy Allen is a dedicated lifelong resident of Rutherford County 

and is running for County Mayor with a commitment to enhancing the quality of  
life for all residents. Currently serving as the Chief Operations Officer at Rutherford County Area 
Habitat for Humanity, he manages daily operations and strives to improve the organization’s impact in 
our community. 
 

Why am I running and what qualifies me? With a strong background in business, government, and 
community service, Allen is a strategic leader who prioritizes trust, transparency and fiscal 
responsibility. Over the years, he has remained consistently dedicated to creating opportunities for 
both families and businesses through job creation, workforce development, and active community 
engagement. 
 

What do I see as the biggest challenges and what goals would I like to accomplish? As 
Rutherford County faces unprecedented growth, Allen is committed to tackling challenges head-on, 
including budget overruns, infrastructure updates, and government overreach. His key priorities 
include attracting high-paying jobs, supporting our law enforcement and crime prevention initiatives, 
reducing government waste, and firmly opposing the expansion of the Middle Point landfill. 
 

I chose to run as a Republican because… Randy is devoted to the values of the Republican Party 
and holds a stellar voting record. He remains a member of the Rutherford County GOP and his wife, 
Cynthia, is a member of the Republican Women of Rutherford County. Both adhere deeply to 
conservative values centered on God, family, and liberty. They have been married 34 years, reside in 
Murfreesboro and are both alumni of Middle Tennessee State University. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Register of Deeds 

 

District: All of Rutherford County 

Length of Term: 4yrs 

Candidate: Heather Dawbarn  
 

The Rutherford County Register of Deeds, is responsible for creating, preserving, and providing 
public access to legal records, primarily focusing on property transactions, deeds, liens, and 
mortgages. The office ensures accuracy in real estate ownership, manages fee-based recording, and 
utilizes modern technologies like e-filing and digitization to maintain secure, transparent records.  
Key Responsibilities in Rutherford County 

• Recording Legal Documents: The office records, indexes, and preserves essential documents, 
including warranty deeds, quitclaim deeds, deeds of trust, mortgages, liens, plats, and power 
of attorney. 

• Public Record Access: The register serves as the custodian of property records, offering a 
transparent and efficient system for public access. 

• Property Tax Base Support: The records filed are essential for defining the local government's 
property tax base. 

• E-Filing and Digital Transformation: Modernizing the office through digital document 
preservation, in-sourcing, and electronic filing (e-filing). 

• Fee Management: Processing recording fees, handling overages by keeping them in the office 
account, or issuing refunds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Candidate Name: Heather Dawbarn 

Phone: (615) 898-7870 

Email: Heatherrdawbarn@aol.com 

 

Background: My name is Heather Dawbarn and I have been  
married to Jake Robinson for 40 years. We have 2 beautiful  
married daughters, Sydney (Lucas) and Whitney (Walker). God  
added to our blessings with 4 precious grandchildren, London (12), 
 Jude (2.5), Madeline (19 months) and Peter (2 months.) We’ve  
lived in Smyrna, Murfreesboro and now Rockvale since 2003.  
Both our daughters and their families live in Murfreesboro, so Rutherford is our home place!  
 

Why am I running and what qualifies me? I am running for reelection to the office of Register of 
Deeds. I was first elected to this office in 2010 which made me the first Republican to ever hold the 
seat in Rutherford County. My goals then and now are to make and preserve a record of instruments 
required or allowed by law to be filed or recorded. These records provide public notice of property 
ownership, liens, contracts and other transactions that affect the public interest. Each term has 
revealed new technologies and strategies for improving the services provided by the Register’s office 
and opportunities to influence much needed legislation. Working within organizations such as the 
Tennessee Association of Registers and the County Officials Association of Tennessee has allowed 
me to showcase Rutherford County’s forward leadership within the State and share our success with 
other Registers across the state.  
 

What do I see as the biggest challenges and what goals would I like to accomplish? The 
biggest challenge facing the Rutherford County Register’s office is our growth. Utilizing a strategy of 
innovation combined with strong staff development through a vigorous cross training program, the 
Rutherford County Register’s office has become a recognized front runner across the state. Realizing 
our constituents had growing concerns in regard to property fraud, we worked alongside our software 
vendor in creating a fraud alert system. Property owners in Rutherford County may go to 
mylandalert.com and register for a free service which notifies an individual if anything in their name is 
recorded within the Register’s office.  
 

I chose to run as a Republican because… I chose to run as a Republican because I believe in 
limited government which is accountable to the citizens. In taking my oath, I commit to uphold the 
constitutions of Tennessee and the US, with integrity without prejudice, partiality or favor.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sheriff 
 

District: All of Rutherford County 

Length of Term: 4yrs 

Estimated Annual Budget: $76 Million 

Candidate: Kenneth Barrett 
 

The Sheriff of Rutherford County, Tennessee, is the county's chief law enforcement officer, elected to 
maintain peace, operate the adult detention center, and provide court security. The office patrols 626 
square miles, investigates crimes, serves warrants, and manages a large staff including School 
Resource Officers (SROs).  
Key responsibilities include: 

• Law Enforcement & Patrol: Protecting lives and property, enforcing traffic laws, and 
investigating crimes (person, property, drug-related) across the county. 

• Detention Center Operations: Managing the county jail, inmate security, and maintaining the 
workhouse. 

• Court Services: Providing security for courts, judges, and juries. 
• School Resource Officers (SROs): Assigning deputies to county schools to ensure safety and 

provide education. 
• Administration: Managing a multi-million dollar budget, human resources, and records.  

The office emphasizes community-oriented policing, and the Sheriff oversees specialized units such 
as Criminal Investigations, Narcotics, and K-9. The current Sheriff, Mike Fitzhugh, is retiring. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Candidate Name: Kenneth Barrett 
Phone: 615-659-8560 

Email: kennethbarrett2026@gmail.com 

Website: https://kennethbarrettforsheriff.com 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/kennethbarrettforsheriff 
 

Twitter / X: https://x.com/KBarrett2026 

TikTok: https://www.tiktok.com/@kennethbarrettfor 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/kennethbarrettforsheriff/ 
 

Background: My name is Kenneth Barrett. I have been a part of the  
Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office for 28 years, starting when I was  
20 years old. My wife, Sandy, and our two daughters, Kiley and Elley, are the greatest reasons I care 
so deeply about the safety and future of this county. I have been connected to Holly Grove Baptist 
Church for as long as I can remember, and my daughters have since become involved at New Vision 
Baptist Church. 
 

Law enforcement runs in my family. My father, Jim Barrett, also worked at the Sheriff’s Office 
beginning in 1978. After graduating from Oakland High School in 1996, it didn’t take long for me to 
know I wanted to follow a similar path. I have been blessed to move up through the ranks and have 
held leadership roles for over 20 years, serving now as a Lieutenant on day shift patrol. 
 

Over the years, I have had the privilege of working and leading a variety of divisions, including 
narcotics, interstate crime enforcement, active crime enforcement, the K-9 unit, and patrol. I am 
grateful for the different experiences and perspectives my career has given me. 
 

While I have spent many years serving within the Sheriff’s Office, the greatest privilege is leading my 
deputies each day. I am committed to providing them with the support they need to do their jobs 
safely and effectively. Leadership demands responsibility. I enforce the law with integrity, and I expect 
the same from those I lead. 
 

 

Why am I running and what qualifies me? My goal in running for Sheriff of Rutherford County is to 
change the culture of the department by rebuilding morale, strengthening leadership, and moving the 
Sheriff’s Office to the next level of professionalism and service. I believe a strong department starts 
with supported deputies and leadership that leads by example. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/kennethbarrettforsheriff/


(Kenneth Barrett continued…) 
 

After 28 years with the Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office, serving in multiple divisions and holding 
leadership roles for over two decades, I have seen firsthand what works and what needs 
improvement. Those experiences have prepared me to lead with transparency, consistency, and 
accountability. 
 

As Sheriff, I will be a clear voice for both the department and the community, committed to 
transparency, integrity, and trust. My vision is a Sheriff’s Office that works alongside the people it 
serves, by being forward-thinking, community-focused, and proud of the badge it wears. 
 

 

What do I see as the biggest challenges? The biggest challenges facing the Sheriff’s Office today 
are internal culture, deputy retention, jail overpopulation, and meeting the growing demands of a 
rapidly expanding county. 

 

To address retention and morale, we must focus on strengthening leadership, improving 
communication within the department, and ensuring deputies feel supported, valued, and properly 
trained. A strong culture starts at the top and is built through consistent leadership and even the 
simplest gestures of acknowledgment toward the deputies who keep this county safe. Retention will 
also improve when deputies know they are supported in advancing their careers by staying up to date 
with the latest technology, education, and training that helps move them in their desired direction. 
 

Jail overpopulation presents many challenges. First, we must work closely with the state to evaluate 
how state inmates can be transferred to other facilities to increase space, while also developing a 
long-term plan for necessary jail expansion to meet future needs. 
 

After nearly 28 years of service, I understand that strong agencies are built on leadership, not control. 
By leading by example, setting high standards, and supporting our deputies, we can strengthen the 
department from within and better serve the citizens of Rutherford County with professionalism and 
integrity. 
 

 

What goals would I like to accomplish? If elected, my goals center on three core principles: 
servant leadership, transparency, and accountability. 

 

Servant leadership means putting people first, telling the truth even when it’s hard, leading with 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 



(Kenneth Barrett continued…) 
 

respect, and always placing the community and the agency before personal or political interests. A 
healthy Sheriff’s Office starts with leadership that supports its deputies, sets clear expectations, and 
leads with strength, not control. Rebuilding morale and strengthening the culture within the 
department will be a top priority because a strong agency begins with supported, valued deputies. 
Trust begins when leadership is honest, consistent, and focused on serving others. 
 

Transparency is essential to building trust and strengthening relationships, both within the department 
and with the community. The public deserves to understand what deputies do every day and the 
challenges they face while protecting this county. By communicating openly, highlighting 
professionalism, and engaging directly with citizens, we can rebuild trust on both sides. 
 

Accountability means holding everyone to the same standards, from the Sheriff to every deputy, while 
ensuring that the community has confidence in the work of the Sheriff’s Office. To me, being a Sheriff 
who listens means leading with intention, not ego. It means a department that feels supported and 
held to high standards, and a community that feels informed, protected, and truly valued. Servant 
leadership, accountability, and transparency are how we move the Sheriff’s Office forward and 
position it for the next level of service. 
 

 

I chose to run as a Republican because… I chose to run as a Republican because that reflects 
who I am and the values I have lived by my entire life. My core beliefs align with conservative 
principles: personal responsibility, integrity, accountability, and service to others. Being a Republican 
doesn’t mean serving a political party, it means standing on principles. 

 

As Sheriff, my responsibility is not to politics, but to the people of Rutherford County. My focus is on 
public safety, strong leadership, and earning the trust of the community through transparency and 
fairness. These values guide my decisions, my leadership style, and my commitment to serve every 
citizen with respect, regardless of party affiliation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Trustee 

 

District: All of Rutherford County 

Length of Term: 4yrs 

Candidate: Teb Batey 

 

The Rutherford County Trustee is an elected official serving as the county's treasurer, responsible for 
collecting property taxes, managing and investing county funds, and dispersing revenue to local 
departments. Key duties include acting as the county bank, administering state-sponsored tax relief 
programs for elderly/disabled residents, and managing cash flow for government, education, and 
highway departments.  
Key responsibilities of the Rutherford County Trustee include: 

• Tax Collection: Acting as the primary agent for collecting all state and county property taxes, 
with taxes typically due by the first Monday in October. 

• Financial Management: Serving as the county treasurer by handling all receipts and 
disbursements for operating departments. 

• Investment of Funds: Investing idle county funds to generate interest. 
• Tax Relief Programs: Administering the state's tax relief program and the senior tax freeze for 

qualified residents. 
• Record Keeping: Maintaining accurate records of tax payments and performing daily 

reconciliation of accounts.  
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Candidate Name: Teb Batey (Incumbent)  
Phone: (615) 642-4391 

Email: teb@miltoncoc.org 

 

Background: My name is Teb Batey.  My wife Kari and our three children,  
Houson, Kate, and Taylor, live on our family farm in the Milton Community.  
 

We attend the Milton Church of Christ where I preach most Sundays.  I am  
a proud graduate of Middle Tennessee Christian School, David Lipsomb  
College earning a degree in Finance & Economics, and MTSU earning a  
Master’s Degree in Business Administration. 
 

Why am I running and what qualifies me? The responsibility of being an effective elected official 
requires two things: 1) to serve the community unselfishly and 2) to perform your duties with 
commitment and competency.  I believe my background in customer service, business management 
and training in finance is beneficial to the citizens of Rutherford County.  I am running again for the 
Office of Trustee because I love coming to work every day to serve my community and I want to 
continue the improvements I have envisioned for the Trustee’s office.  
 

What do I see as the biggest challenges? The biggest challenge is to implement beneficial 
technologies while continuing to provide personal service to our citizens.  The world continues to lose 
personal contact.  While technology allows the Trustees Office to be more accessible, convenient and 
efficient, I continue to care about the individuals and desire to serve and communicate in very 
personal ways.   
 

What goals would I like to accomplish? I want to be innovative in making the Trustee’s Office 
convenient and for the Trustee’s Office to be the most helpful place to do business.  
 

I chose to run as a Republican because… I believe in the ideals of individual freedom and less, but 
effective, government.  I support the principles of the Republican Party. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


