
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Republican Party 

 



A very common misconception is that the Republican Party is a publicly funded entity. However, the 
Republican Party is a private organization. The only funds that the Republican Party of Rutherford 
County receive are from local donors like you. We do not receive any government funding, no money 
from the TN Republican Party (TNGOP), or from the Republican National Committee (RNC). 100% of 
our donations come from our Memberships and fundraisers and the money stays here in Rutherford 
County. 

Please consider donating today to help fund initiatives like our Voter Guides, debates, leasing and 
maintaining our Headquarters, etc.  We appreciate your support! 

In Liberty, 
Daniel Gammon, Chairman 
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Candidates on the August 6th Ballot 

State Republican Primary 

Governor: Marsha Blackburn, Monty Fritts, 
John Rose 

United States Senate: Bill Hagerty 

United State House of Rep. Dist. 4: Thomas E. 
Davis, Scott DesJarlais, Joshua James, Harold 
“Rocky” Jones 

United States House of Rep. Dist. 9: Charlotte 
Bergmann, Brent Taylor, Jeremy Thompson, 
Todd Warner 

Tennessee Senate District 13: Dawn White Tennessee House of Rep. Dist. 13: Robert 
Stevens 

Tennessee House of Rep. Dist. 34: Tim Rudd Tennessee House of Rep. Dist. 37: Charlie Baum 

Tennessee House of Rep. Dist. 48: Bryan Terry Tennessee House of Rep. Dist. 49: Mike Sparks 

State Exec. Committeewoman Dist. 13: Myra 
Simons 

State Exec. Committeeman Dist. 13: Dray 
Curtis, Jon Wayne James, Joshua Rosales 

State Exec. Committeewoman Dist. 14: Lynne 
(Gentry) Davis, Joanne Thompson Skidmore 

State Exec. Committeeman Dist. 14: Austin 
Maxwell 

 

Rutherford County General – Republicans 

Mayor: Randy Allen County Commission District 1: David Gammon 

County Commission District 2: Stephen Pearcy County Commission District 3: Rick Hall 
County Commission District 4: Robert Peay Jr. County Commission District 5: No Repub. 

Candidate 

County Commission District 6: Jonathan 
Beverly 

County Commission District 7: Michael Kusch 

County Commission District 8: Bill Tollett County Commission District 9: Joshua James 

County Commission District 10: Phil Wilson County Commission District 11: Anthony 
Johnson 

County Commission District 12: Carl Boyd County Commission District 13: Brian Stoll 
County Commission District 14: Wayne Irvin County Commission District 15: Shawn 

McGowan 

County Commission District 16: Phil Dodd County Commission District 17: Terry Hodge 

County Commission District 18: Allen McAdoo County Commission District 19: No Repub. 
Candidate 

County Commission District 20: Trey Gooch County Commission District 21: Jeff Lloyd 

County Trustee: Teb Batey County Clerk: Lisa Duke Crowell 
Sheriff: Kenneth Barrett Register of Deeds: Heather Dawbarn 

Circuit Court Clerk: Jeff McKinney School Board Zone 1: Chuck Isbell 
School Board Zone 4: Katie Darby School Board Zone 7: Julie Wishing 

 



The Republican Party of Rutherford County has assembled this voter guide to help you make 
informed decisions in the voting process. The Republican Party does not endorse any candidates in a 
Primary election.  

Any responses to the candidate questions found in the guide have been provided by the candidate 
AS SUBMITTED by that candidate. All candidates were provided identical requests. Any candidate 
who did not submit their information is not included in this guide. For more information regarding 
particular candidates, we encourage you to contact that candidate directly. It is our best effort to 
ensure that information contained in this voter guide is accurate. However, it is the responsibility of 
the voter to verify all information for themselves. 

If you have any questions regarding how or where to vote, you may contact the Rutherford County 
Election Office at (615) 898-7743, or visit their office located at 1 South Public Square, Suite 103, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130. You may also visit them online at www.rutherfordcountytn.gov/election 

 

“FUN (RATHER NOT SO FUN) FACT” 

As of 2/1/2026 there were 216,232 registered voters in Rutherford County. 

During the last county general primary election (May 2022) only 10.26% of registered voters actually 
voted. PLEASE VOTE!!! 

 

Primary vs General Election 

Primary Election: 
An election held to narrow the field of candidates. Voters choose which candidates will advance to the 
general election by selecting a party’s nominee for the office. 

General Election: 
The final election where voters choose who will hold the office. Candidates from different parties (and 
sometimes independents) compete, and the candidate with the most votes wins. 

In 2026, there will be 3 different elections that we need YOU to vote in!  

• May 5th State and County Primary Election 

• August 6th Primary and General Election 

• November 3rd State and Federal General Election 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rutherfordcountytn.gov/election


Early Voting (July 17, 2026 - August 1, 2026) 
Early Voting begins twenty (20) days and ends five (5) days before each election with the exception of 
the Presidential Preference Primary which ends seven (7) days before election. Early Voting is 
conducted at the Election Commission Office, and at satellite locations to be announced. 

No reason is needed to vote early. If needed, the voter may change his/her address or name while 
voting early. Inactive voters can also be reactivated. We strongly encourage candidates and their 
workers, who may encounter a voter who needs to change his/her name or address, to do so prior to 
the deadline to register or at the latest, during early voting. 

Voters need to bring a state or federal government issued ID with them. 

Hours for early voting will be decided by the Election Commission and announced for each election. 

On the last day of early voting, machines will be sealed and taken to a secure location. Early voting 
results will be tallied after closing of the polls at 7:00 p.m. on election night. 

Early Voting Polling Locations 

Please Verify Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Election Day Polling Locations 

Polls open from 7:00 AM till 7:00PM the day of the election. You can Vote at any of these locations 
listed below on Election Day. The Rutherford County Election Commission has established a new 
voting process to make voting easier. Convenient Vote Centers provide you with more polling 
locations to choose where you want to cast your vote on Election Day. You are allowed to VOTE at 
ANY of the thirty (30) locations that are most convenient to your work, school or travel inside 
Rutherford County on Election Day. You are no longer assigned a mandated polling location. If you 
have always taken advantage of early voting, these changes will not affect you. Early Voting stays the 
same. Locate the nearest center to you here. Voters need to bring a state or federal government 
issued ID with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Election Day Polling Locations cont’d 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tennessee Republican 

State Executive Committee 

District: Based on Senate Districts 

Length of Term: 4yrs 

Candidate(s):  

State Executive Committeewoman District 13: Myra Simons (I) 
State Executive Committeeman District 13: Dray Curtis, Jon Wayne James & Joshua Rosales 

State Executive Committeewoman District 14: Lynne (Gentry) Davis (I) & Joanne Thompson 
Skidmore 

State Executive Committeeman District 14: Austin Maxwell 
 

The Tennessee Republican State Executive Committee (SEC) is the governing board of the 
Tennessee Republican Party. It guides state party policy, oversees primary elections, and supports 
conservative candidates. 

Structure 

• Size: The committee consists of 66 members. 

• Representation: Voters in each of Tennessee's State Senate districts elect one man and one 
woman to serve on the board. 

• Terms: Members are volunteers elected to four-year terms during regular August primary 
elections. 

Core Responsibilities 

• Party Governance: It establishes the official rules and bylaws that govern local county 
Republican parties. 

• Elections: It serves as the state primary board, which means it helps qualify candidates and 
verifies that they meet party standards. 

• Liaison: Members act as a bridge between the state party and the grassroots voters in their 
specific districts. 

• Advocacy: The committee holds regular meetings each year to vote on party resolutions, 
discuss policy, and support local Republican events 

 

 

 

 

 



Candidate Name: Myra Simons 

Office: State Exec. Committeewoman Dist. 13 

Phone: (615) 714-7997 

Email: myraforsec13@gmail.com 

 

Background:      
My name is Myra Simons and I’m again running for the TN Republican  
Party State Executive Committee representing TN' s 13th Senatorial  
District.   I have been married to Rick Simons for 32 years and we have  
two grown boys, Garrett and Grayson.  We have lived in Rutherford  
County for over 15 years and attend Rutherford County Baptist Church in 

Smyrna, TN.  I am a graduate of Bob Jones University in Greenville, SC with a Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration.   
 

I have worked in the pro-life arena for many years as Director of Development for TN Right to Life.  
Additionally, I served as Chairman of the Board for the Yes on 1 Campaign that was successful in 
amending the TN State Constitution to give the legislative right on the abortion issue back to TN State 
Legislature.   After the success of Amendment 1 in 2014, I worked as Grassroots Director for 
Congressman Mark Green in Tennessee's 7th Congressional District for five years.   I now continue 
my work with the TN State Executive Committee for which I am seeking re-election in August 2026. 
 

Why am I running for the TN Republican State Executive Committeewoman? 

I want to continue my work with the TN SEC as it is very important to have true conservatives on this 
governing board to uphold the patriotic principles that are so badly needed.  With my background on 
key issues, I feel very qualified to seek re-election.   
 

What do I see as the biggest challenges facing my office? 

The SEC seeks to have true bona-fide candidates on the ballots of TN that being one of the main 
reasons to sit on the SEC board.   
 

What goals would I like to accomplish if elected?  
I would desire to see the TN primaries closed in order to have true conservative Republicans run and 
win elections in TN.   The SEC is one such body that can influence our legislature to encourage this 
to happen.  
 

I chose to run as a Republican because…. 
I believe in the basic principles of the Republican Party:  pro-life, pro 2nd Amendment, love of country, 
support and respect for our military and first responders, small government and freedom in all areas 
of our private life.   
 

 

 

 



Candidate Name: Dray Curtis 

Office: State Exec. Committeeman Dist. 13 

Phone: (615) 801-0217 

Email: draysec13@gmail.com 

Facebook: @DrayCurtisTNSECDistrict13 

 

Background: My name is Dray Curtis, and I have been married to  
my amazing wife, Addison, for five years. Addison is a BSN, RN  
postpartum nurse at St. Thomas Rutherford. We have two wonderful  
children, Drayton (2) and Rileigh (1). We are members of North  
Boulevard Church of Christ West. 
 

My family has been in Rutherford County for many generations throughout the Kittrell and Christiana 
areas. I was raised on Christiana Road (Hwy 269) for the majority of my life, and I still live there 
today. I am a graduate of Riverdale High School, Class of 2013. 
Professionally, I have worked in the funeral industry for 10 years. For the last seven years, I have 
owned TriEagle Mortuary Transport, LLC. We specialize in transporting deceased individuals for local 
funeral homes and government agencies. 
 

Why am I running for the TN Republican State Executive Committeeman? As more and more 
people move into Rutherford County each day, the Republican Party cannot stay stagnant. We must 
find new ways to reach these individuals and identify strong Republican candidates. 
 

What qualifies me is my involvement in local Rutherford County politics for the past 10 years. I have 
worked as an election officer on Election Day since I was 18 years old. I have served on the 
Rutherford County Young Republicans executive board for the past seven years, and I have also 
served on the Tennessee Young Republicans executive board for the past four years. 
 

What do I see as the biggest challenges facing my office? One of the biggest challenges facing 
the SEC is not allowing the local GOP to have a meaningful role in deciding waivers. I believe SEC 
members and the GOP executive board should both have a voice in determining who qualifies as a 
bona fide Republican. 
 

Another concern is the effort to remove the Young Republicans as an auxiliary group. The Tennessee 
Young Republicans have over 900 members statewide. The next generation is rising quickly, and we 
must actively engage younger members to keep them involved in the Republican Party. 
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(Dray Curtis continued) 
 

What goals would I like to accomplish if elected? I would like to see all groups within the 
Republican Party come together and remain united. One thing the SEC can do is encourage County 
GOP organizations to work alongside the Young Republicans and Women’s Republicans more often. 
Our local Rutherford GOP does a great job of this, but it is not consistent across the state. 
 

I also want to help identify and support true Republicans to serve on school boards and local county 
committees. Many people do not realize how much these local bodies affect our everyday lives. 
 

 

 

I chose to run as a Republican because…. I was born and raised Republican, and I choose to 
remain that way. My granddaddy, Wayne Lewis, always said as we got off the phone or left his house: 
“Work hard, be productive, save your money, and vote Republican.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Candidate Name: Jon Wayne James 

Office: State Exec. Committeeman Dist. 13  

 

Background: My name is Jon Wayne James, and I was born and raised  
in Smyrna, TN.  With a brief time away from home for college at University 

of Anchorage Alaska, after college I moved to Billings, Montana and then  
came back home, to Rutherford County, TN.  I bought my house in  
Christiana I where I currently reside since 2014. I have worked several  
different jobs, owned and operated a construction business from 2009-2013, 
helped many local businesses get started, and currently manage an Engineering firm in Nashville 
working on roads, greenways, parks, and bridges since 2016.  I am apart of several charitable 
organizations throughout Rutherford County and my church (Christiana Church of Christ). 
 

Why am I running for the TN Republican State Executive Committeeman? I hold values and 
tradition to a high level and when I see the world becoming more and more “woke” I decided to not sit 
back take the punishment of those that aren’t aligned with our Republican values/views.  I see the 
disconnect between the generations within the party and find myself with the ability to unite those 
generations.  I want to serve my community in maintaining our values and traditions that make us a 
great place to live and raise a family.  I would like to support and mentor the next generation so that 
when these younger generations started coming of age they are prepared to lead as conservatives.  I 
just simply want to help to the best of my ability. 
 

What do I see as the biggest challenges facing my office? Bringing awareness of what exactly 
the SEC does to the Republican voters.  Weeding about fake Republicans/Democrats in disguise for 
a potential takeover, they’re trying people.   
 

What goals would I like to accomplish if elected? Close the primaries! Republicans should be the 
only ones to be able to vote for who they want to represent them as the Republican nominee in the 
general! 
Maintain a working dialogue with the Republican voters and the GOP and the Local GOP with the 
state level GOP. 
Help the local GOP verify candidates are truly Bonafide Republicans and not a disguised Democrat 
trying to infiltrate. 
To open the door of mentorship to the Young Republicans. 
 

I chose to run as a Republican because…. Because that is what I am, from my faith to my belief in 
our party values/principles.  This is no time to be submissive on our constitutional rights.  Because I  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Jon Wayne James continued) 
with all my heart the very same principles as the Tennessee Republican party.  Because it’s time to 
draw a hard line in the sand and stop this woke culture and to maintain who we are and the values we 
believe in.   
Whether I am elected to the SEC on August 6th or not I will remain a Republican conservative serving 
my neighbors and community in any way I can.   Like John Wayne said, “A man has got to do what a 
man has got to do!”   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Candidate Name: Joshua Rosales 

Office: State Exec. Committeeman Dist. 13 

 

Background: My name is Joshua Rosales, and I have called Tennessee  
home since 2009. Growing up in a military family, with my father serving our  
nation and retiring after Desert Storm, I learned the values of service,  
discipline, and leadership at an early age. My journey has taken me from  
California to Alaska before eventually settling in Middle Tennessee. 
 

I have spent more than two decades in the financial industry helping individuals, families, and small 
business owners achieve their goals. Beyond my professional career, I serve as President of 
Breakthrough Tennessee, a nonprofit organization dedicated to creating opportunities and supporting 
underserved communities. I also mentor young leaders interested in public service and currently 
serve on the Tennessee Council for Career and Technical Education. 
 

My wife, Frances Rosales, and I are passionate about serving our community and investing in the 
next generation of Tennesseans. Faith, family, and service remain the foundation of everything I do. 
     
Why am I running for the TN Republican State Executive Committeeman? I am running for the 
Republican State Executive Committee because I believe the Tennessee Republican Party should be 
a party for the many, not just the few. Our party is strongest when grassroots conservatives, young 
Republicans, minority communities, veterans, business owners, and families all have a seat at the 
table. 
 

My experience in community leadership, nonprofit work, political organizing, and mentoring future 
leaders has prepared me to represent Rutherford County Republicans. I have spent years bringing 
people together, building coalitions, and advocating for conservative principles while expanding 
engagement throughout our community. 
 

What do I see as the biggest challenges facing my office? One of the greatest challenges facing 
our party is engagement. We must continue growing the Republican Party by reaching new voters, 
developing future leaders, and ensuring that every Republican feels heard and valued. 
We cannot afford complacency. We must remain focused on defending conservative values while 
building relationships and creating opportunities for more Tennesseans to become involved in the 
political process. 
 

What goals would I like to accomplish if elected? If elected, I want to strengthen grassroots 
participation across Rutherford County and Tennessee, increase involvement among young 
Republicans and emerging leaders, and help ensure that our party remains responsive to the people 
it serves. 
 

 

 

 

 



(Joshua Rosales continued) 
 

I also want to help build bridges within our communities, encourage greater civic engagement, and 
support efforts that advance conservative principles while expanding the Republican Party’s reach 
and influence throughout Tennessee. 
 

I chose to run as a Republican because…. I believe in personal responsibility, limited government, 
individual liberty, strong families, economic opportunity, and the belief that every person should have 
the freedom to pursue their God-given potential. 
The Republican Party has provided a platform for these values, and I want to help ensure that future 
generations have the opportunity to embrace and advance them. I believe our party is strongest when 
we welcome people into the conversation and focus on solutions that benefit all Tennesseans. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Candidate Name: Lynne (Gentry) Davis 

Office: State Exec. Committeewoman Dist. 14 

Phone: (615) 394-5299 

 

Email: RealtorLynneDavis@gmail.com 

 

Background: I have been married to my husband Gary for 46 years, we were  
high school sweethearts. We are blessed with 3 children and 3 grandchildren.  
After being born and raised in Unionville, TN (Bedford County), Lascassas has 

been our home for 31years. 
 

I was proud to have been a homeschool mother to my children. Currently, I am a licensed Realtor, as 
well as the Field Representative for Congressman Scott Desjarlais. 
 

Why am I running for the TN Republican State Executive Committeewoman? I have always 
believed that actions speak louder than words. I have been active in my community for most of my life 
and began serving through civic duty by volunteering in local elections. Serving on the SEC as the 
current Committeewoman embodies my belief that we are called to serve. It has been my pleasure to 
serve my 4 counties! I have enjoyed developing friendships and supporting so many across the 
district. I regularly attend their county party meetings, the Republican Women meetings in each 
county, and I always strive to be available when needed. I care! 
 

What do I see as the biggest challenges facing my office? The main reason I ran for the SEC 
originally was to ensure that the Republican party stayed true to our party platform. I wanted to make 
sure that true constitutional conservatives were allowed to serve our party the best. The closing of our 
primary is my priority and I have voted each time on resolutions to encourage our state delegation to 
legislate accordingly. 
 

What goals would I like to accomplish if elected? It has grown more and more apparent that 
Democrats continue to try and infiltrate our Republican party. We are seeing a growing number of 
crossover Democrats voting in our primary election. I want to continue to work with our State 
Legislature to ensure that we close our primaries in Tennessee. The integrity of our elections are at 
stake! 
 

I chose to run as a Republican because….  I have been a lifelong Republican. As a strong 
Constitutionalist, the values and principles of the Republican party align with my beliefs. I recognize 
that our party may not be perfect, but it is the best choice and is worth fighting for. 
 

I would appreciate your vote to allow me to continue my service as District 14 Committeewoman! 
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Candidate Name: Joanne Thompson Skidmore 

Office: State Exec. Committeewoman Dist. 14 

Phone: (615) 293-8408 

Email: joanne.skidmore@yahoo.com 

 

Facebook: joanne.skidmore@yahoo.com 

 

Background: I am a wife, mother and 7th-generation Tennessean,  
strategist, advisor, businesswoman, and community advocate with a  
longstanding commitment to Republican leadership and grassroots engagement. 
 

From 2013 to 2021, I served as Chair of Women in Business for the Tennessee Federation of 
Republican Women. I also served as Executive Director of the Rutherford County Republican 

Party, am a past Second Vice President and currently serve as Chair of Legislative Affairs of the 

Republican Women of Rutherford County. 
 

In 2016, I served as a Committed Delegate for President Donald J. Trump, chaired his campaign 

efforts in Rutherford County, and co-chaired his campaign in Tennessee’s 4th Congressional 
District. 
 

Throughout my career, I have worked with business leaders, community organizations, and public 

officials to solve problems, build consensus, and create opportunities for others. These 

experiences have strengthened my commitment to faith, family, freedom, personal responsibility, 
and conservative leadership. 
 

Why am I running for the TN Republican State Executive Committeewoman? 

 

What do I see as the biggest challenges facing my office? 

 -Growing and engaging the next generation of Republican leaders and voters. 
-Maintaining party unity while respecting diverse perspectives within the conservative movement. 
-Communicating Republican values effectively in a rapidly changing media environment. 
-Protecting election integrity and voter confidence. 
-Supporting economic growth while addressing the concerns of working families, small business 

owners, and rural communities. 
 

What goals would I like to accomplish if elected?  
-Strengthen grassroots engagement throughout District 14 and across Tennessee. 
-Increase participation from young Republicans, women, veterans, entrepreneurs, and first-time 
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(Joanne Thompson Skidmore continued) 
activists. 
-Improve communication between local Republican organizations and the State Executive 

Committee. 
-Support candidate recruitment and leadership development at every level of government. 
-Help ensure the Tennessee Republican Party remains focused on constitutional principles, fiscal 
responsibility, individual liberty, and limited government. 
 

I chose to run as a Republican because…. I believe there is only one Republican party. It's our 
duty to protect our platform, our conservative 

values and our authenticity. 
 

I believe Faith, Family and Freedom are the foundation of our party. As Republicans, we need to 

promote our values through community, education and volunteerism. 
 

I believe in the principles of individual freedom, personal responsibility, limited government, free 

enterprise, and strong families. The Republican Party has long championed opportunities for 
individuals to succeed through hard work and innovation while preserving the constitutional 
freedoms that make our nation exceptional. 
 

I have put my name in the running at the encouragement and support of several leaders in the 14th 

District. It would be my honor to serve in this unpaid, volunteer, non-government role to serve the 

values of Republicans in our community. I want to strengthen our party, support grassroots 

conservatives, and ensure that Republican values continue to guide Tennessee’s future for 
generations to come. 
 

My goal is to serve as the voice representing Republican voters for the District 14 and help build a 

stronger, more effective Republican Party throughout our state. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Candidate Name: Austin Maxwell 
Office: State Exec. Committeeman Dist. 14 

Phone: (615) 969-8657 

Email: austinmaxwell2009@gmail.com 

 

Background: I am a 28 year resident of Murfreesboro.  I am married to the  
former Claire Daniel (now Claire Maxwell).   We raised four boys who all  
attended public schools in Murfreesboro.  We attend First Baptist Church on  
East Main where we were married in 1990.  I have a MBA from MTSU and a  
Bachelors in Business from UT Knoxville.   Professionally I have worked in  
the pharmaceutical industry for 35 years and currently manage a team of regional marketers 
nationwide.  I retired from the Tennessee Army National Guard after 28 years of service in 2017. 
 

Why am I running for the TN Republican State Executive Committeeman? I am running for SEC 
District 14 because I want to help build local county parties in Rutherford, Bedford, Cannon and 
Moore Counties.   I am uniquely qualified to help our local county parties in SEC District 14 because I 
have served as the Chairman of the Rutherford GOP 3 times.   I am ready to help these other county 
parties continue to grow and thrive like we have in Rutherford County. 
 

What do I see as the biggest challenges facing my office? The biggest challenge from my view is 
that the SEC for the TNGOP has written rules that have actually weakened county parties in terms of 
Bonafide status and challenging if a candidate is Bonafide. 
 

What goals would I like to accomplish if elected? My goals would be to help bring about stronger 
rules and new rules to aide county parties in establishing Bonafide candidates as well as removing 
candidates who claim to be a Republican.   I would also like to see our party membership double in 
each county in the next 4 years. 
 

I chose to run as a Republican because…. I chose to run as a Republican because I have voted 
Republican in every election since 1984 when I first voted for Ronald Reagan for President.   I have a 
perfect Republican voting record. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


